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The past 10 years have borne witness to an accelerated 

pace of neuroscientific advancement, due in part to 

both 1) expansion within its constituent disciplines, 

and 2) the conjoinment of new disciplines, within both 

the sciences and humanities. At present, neuroscience 

is being increasingly employed to explore the basis 

of consciousness, cognition, emotion and behavior, 

and its techniques, technologies and knowledge 

are rapidly being translated into medical and social 

contexts to diagnose and treat neurological and 

psychiatric conditions, and to examine—and affect—

decision-making, values, norms, mores, relationships, 

and the human condition at-large.

While neuroscience provides viable tools and 

information that can be applied – and of obvious 

benefit – to medicine, daily life and public health, 

public awareness of neuroscientific progress has also 

fostered more widespread anticipation, concern and 

anxiety about the ethical issues that such advances 

might incur. To be sure, numerous challenges lie at the 

intersection of neuroscience and society, and the field 

of neuroethics is dedicated to studies and applications 

of both 1) the neurological mechanisms of human 

ecology, morality and ethics, and 2) the ethical and 

social issues arising in and from neuroscientific 

research and  its uses.

It is in this light that the Neuroethics Studies 

Program of the Edmund D. Pellegrino Center for 

Clinical Bioethics serves as a resource and nexus 

for addressing the issues, questions, problems and 

resolutions fostered by applications of neuroscience 

in medicine, and public life and health upon the 

global stage.
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OPPORT U NITIES FOR V ISITING 
SCHOL A RS A ND R ESE A RCHERS

Progress at the intersection of neuroscience and ethics can 

only occur through a process of intellectual discourse and 

dialectic. Toward this end, we encourage and welcome 

collaboration of colleagues from a variety of scientific 

and humanities disciplines. Opportunities exist for a 

limited number of researchers at all career levels (upper-

undergraduate, graduate, and medical and law students, 

post-doctoral fellows, junior, mid-level and senior faculty 

and/or clinicians) to become visiting scholars and fellows to 

undertake independent, mentored study on topics that are 

aligned and synergistic with our ongoing areas of interest. 

Visiting Scholar positions are available at the Center for 

Clinical Bioethics, Georgetown University Medical Center, 

Washington, DC.

Support/salary is not provided for scholars and fellows, 

and nominal fees are required to support administrative 

requirements. Prospective applicants are encouraged to 

develop and provide their own support (via salary, stipends, 

grants and/or other awards), and we welcome inquiries so 

as to assist potential applicants in developing such support 

from various funding resources.

Inquiries should include a brief description of research 

interests and/or intended studies, proposed period and 

duration of stay. Please indicate “visiting study inquiry” in the 

subject line. 

Inquiries regarding opportunities for study as a visiting 

fellow or scholar should be directed to: Dr. James Giordano.



N E U R O E T H I C S   S T U D I E S  P R O G R A M

THE NEUROETHICS STUDIES PROGRAM 
IS DEDICATED TO

• Defining the pace and extent of neuroscientific 
developments, through assessment of 
actual capabilities, limitations and potential 
de-limitations of current – and near future – 
techniques and tools in research and various 

clinical and societal applications;
• Identifying, explicating and addressing ethical 

problems arising from the use of neuroscientific 
approaches in medicine to study, affect, and in 
some cases alter the human condition, human 
predicament and/or human being;

• Evaluating and improving existing ethical 
systems, and developing ethical approaches 
to analyze, guide and govern the use of 
neuroscience and neurotechnology in medicine 
in an ever more pluralist world-culture;

• Providing neuroethics education and training 

to students and professionals in medicine, the 
sciences, humanities and liberal studies, and 
affording outreach to the general public and the 
media;

• Creating a resource and forum for scholarship 
and dialectical evaluation of neuroethical issues, 
questions and possible resolutions, through 
collaboration with visiting scholars, faculty and 
other institutions.
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SCHOLARS 2006-2013

CUR R EN T PROJEC TS INCLU DE

• Examining and defining the role of neural sub-

strates in moral decision-making.
• The neuroethics of pain research and care.
• The ethics of using of neuroscientific techniques 

and technologies to affect cognition, emotion 
and behavior.

• Addressing the use of neuroscience and neu-

rotechnology as treatments, enablements, and/
or enhancements, and to define normality and 
ontological status.

• The neuroethics of basic, translational and 
clinical research, inclusive of the limits of knowl-
edge, intellectual honesty, informed consent, 
and the use of neurocentric criteria to compel 
and sustain moral regard and treatment.

• Use and misuses of neuroscience in inter-
national health to affect global biopower and 
biopolitics.

• The viability, validity and value of neuroscience 
and its technologies to define and change the 
human being, and the ethico-legal and social 
issues arising from such potential definition and 
change.

• Developing a comprehensive, 10 year inter-
national bibliography of neuroethics’ literature 
(in collaboration with the Bioethics Research 

Library at Georgetown University).

• Collaboration with the Generation Research 

Program of the Human Science Center, 
Ludwig-Maximilians University, Munich, 
Germany studying ways that neuroscientific 
information, capabilities and products influence 
human ecology across lifespans, cultures and 
generations.
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